LGBT History Trivia *

Instructions:

1)
Read your card and note mentally which ones you can answer

2)
Be prepared to sign your name and share what you know with others

3)
Each person may sign only one square on a card.  

4)
Circulate around the room

FIND SOMEONE WHO:

	Can explain the
connections 
between racism,
homophobia and
other forms of 
discrimination
	Knows the 

significance of the

Stonewall Bar
	Knows in how many
states an individual
can be fired simply
because s/he is gay
	Has experienced 
discrimination
	Knows who 
Bayard Rustin is


	Knows approximately
what percent of youth 
suicides can be 
attributed to issues of 
orientation or gender
	Knows what Lorraine
Hansberry, James 
Baldwin; and Tennessee 
Williams have in 
common
	Has worked with
a student or client who
identifies as Lesbian,

Gay, Bisexual or

Transgender
	Can identify one or 
more locations of a
CT-based resource 
for LGBT youth, 
adults or families
	Can explain the 
difference 
between sexual
orientation and 
gender

	Can name a religious
tradition that is open 
and affirming of its 
LGBT members
	Can identify two or
more “LGBT” symbols
and/or explain why it
is helpful to know these.
	Knows the 
difference b/w

Same-sex civil 
marriage and
civil unions
	Knows how or when
homosexuality lost
its official status as 
a mental illness
	Knows 
approximately 
what percent of 
homeless youth 
are LGBT

	Knows what 

co-parent adoption 

means in CT
	Has struggled to 
balance his or her
personal beliefs about
homosexuality with 
his or her professional 
responsibilities
	
	Knows how many
CT statutes address
benefits or 
responsibilities of 
marriage
	Knows how many
states protect 
students from 

harassment about
sexual orientation
in school 

	Knows who 
Katherine Lee
Bates is 
	Can explain the 
concept of ‘choice’
in relation to one’s
sexual orientation
	Knows who 
George Washington
Carver is and can
explain his 
significance to the
LGBT community 

	Can identify one 
or more myths 
about LGBT 
people 
	Can identify one 
or more barriers
to the creation of
support services
for LGBT people


· LGBT = Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender

LGBT History Trivia Answer Sheet

1) Shared impact of oppression, myth and misunderstanding; targets of discrimination based on characteristics about themselves that can’t be changed; oppression is institutionalized as systems presume majority status; minority cultures, experiences, defined as ‘other’ in majority culture; etc.

2) Stonewall Bar is a Gay bar in Greenwich village.  Police raided the bar regularly using various ‘blue laws’ to harass and demean the patrons.  One day in June, 1969, as the police began to arrest various patrons for violations of these blue laws, young adults in the streets (largely gender transgressing, run-away, homeless, throwaway teenagers like Sylvia Rivera) began throwing rocks and bottles which led to a three day riot.  Considered the start of the LGBT rights movement in America.  “gay pride” is generally celebrated in June to commemorate the Stonewall Riots.    

3) 34.  Wisconsin becomes the first state to ban employment discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.  Today, 15 states (including CT) have similar legislation.  The states (and the year the laws were enacted) are Wisconsin (1982); Massachusetts (1989); Connecticut and Hawaii (1991); California, New Jersey, and Vermont  (1992); Minnesota (1993); Rhode Island (1995); New Hampshire (1997); Nevada (1999); Maryland (2001); New York (2002); New Mexico (2003); and Illinois (2005).  Note that the other 34 states still allow an individual to be fired because of their orientation, and that there is no civil rights recourse for such discrimination in those states).  Maine passed an ordinance in 1998, repealed it in 1999 and re-passed it in 2005.  People can be fired in 45 states because of gender variance.  The only state exceptions are Rhode Island, Minnesota, New Mexico, California, and Illinois, though many municipal governments have enacted city non-discrimination statutes.  

4) It has been said that at various times of the day, one is either experiencing – or exerting – oppression…   

5) Bayard Rustin was a Gay Man and the primary engineer of the 1963 March on Washington, where Martin Luther King gave his “I have a dream” speech.  He took a back seat publicly for fear that if his homosexuality became known it would undermine the work of the Civil Rights movement (and in fact, years before that, J. Edgar Hoover had threatened to ‘out’ Bayard causing him to stop working with Martin Luther King for a period of time.  When they began to plan for the march, they asked him to come back and organize for them.)  

6) Most studies indicate that between 30 and 35% of completed teen suicides are based in issues of orientation or gender;  Some studies have indicated that as many as 25-40% of lesbian girls and 40-60 % of gay boys attempt or seriously consider suicide during their adolescence due because of the stigma and social isolation of sexual minority status in our culture.

7) They were all award winning writers who identified as LGB:  Hansberry, a lesbian, won the NY Critics Play Write award for “A Raisin in the Sun”.  Baldwin, known as the “Father of the Harlem Renaissance” identified as bisexual; and Tennessee Williams came out posthumously as a gay man in his last play.  

8) If somewhere between 5-15% of the population at large is lesbian, gay or bisexual, isn’t it safe to assume that a similar number of our clients may also be?  And yet, most people could count on one hand or less, the number of identified LGB clients that they serve.  Perhaps the environments don’t support their coming out? 

9) Community Centers:  New Haven, Norwalk; Hartford; Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) chapters statewide; True Colors; GLSEN, etc.  See your resource guide for additional support services.

10) Note that there are many cultural variations in definitions of both sexual orientation and gender.  The language regarding both is evolving and what follows is just one of the possible definitions.  I have found these definitions personally useful as a means of framing the conversation.  Sexual Orientation is based upon one’s emotional, romantic and erotic attractions toward members of the opposite sex (heterosexual); members of the same sex (homosexual) and members of both sexes (bisexual).  Sexual orientation is relatively fixed over time though people’s sexual behavior; self identification or labeling may vary across their lifetimes.  Gender is defined as a combination of sex or sexed bodies (which are biological and reproductive categories of male, female and intersexed people whose chromosomes or reproductive organs don’t fit neatly into one category or the other); gender roles (social constructed definitions of what is considered masculine, feminine, androgynous and which may vary widely based on an individual culture, ethnicity, family, religion, etc.) and gender identity (which is how individuals name themselves as male, female, transgender or genderqueer).  For many people, there is congruity within the various gender constructs – for others there is not.  

11) Many of the following communities have chosen to explicitly affirm and welcome their LGBT members: Reformed Judaism; Unitarian Universalist; United Church of Christ; American Baptist; Quaker; etc.

12) Pink Triangle (from the Holocaust, where between 100,000 and 500,000 gay men were incarcerated and died); the Rainbow (triangle, flag, ribbon, etc.) where there are 6 colors and the bottom color is purple; the color lavender; the Greek letter “L’ called the Lambda; Freedom Rings; the Equal Sign in a circle; entwined male or female symbols; goddess symbols like the double ax; etc.

13) Civil Unions (currently only available in Vermont) offer same sex couples many of the state-generated rights and responsibilities of marriage.  These rights are not transferable outside of the state borders and do not include any of the more than 1,000 federal rights and responsibilities of marriage (such as joint tax filing; social security benefits; rights of inheritance; etc.).  Civil marriage is transferable from state to state and should include access to federal benefits (though the only federal statute related to sexual orientation currently is the one that defines marriage as a union between one man and one women.  Most legal experts believe that is unconstitutional.  A federal challenge is expected to occur as soon as any state codifies civil marriage for same sex couples.)  (Note that the transferability of civil marriage was defined by the Supreme Court in the 1960’s when Georgia laws prohibiting inter-racial marriages were found to be unconstitutional).

14) 1973

15) As many as 50%

16) In October 2,000, Connecticut became the 2nd state to explicitly allow same sex couples to adopt children together (Vermont and New Jersey are the only other states which explicitly allows same sex adoption by statute.  Approximately 22 other states allow same sex adoptions in individual situations because the statutes do not explicitly disallow them.  Currently 3 states forbid same sex adoptions:  Florida; Mississippi and Utah.)

17) Haven’t we all?

18) Role modeling is the main reason – letting LGBT youth know that people like them made a difference in the world.  In addition, it helps to break down myths and stereotypes about LGBT people for both LGBT and heterosexually identified people.

19) 588

20) 4 (Connecticut, California, Massachusetts and Wisconsin)

21) Lesbian author of “America the Beautiful”  (note that most magazines that have written about her since September 11th, have identified her as ‘a woman who never married’ rather than a women who spent her entire adult life with the same female partner until that partner’s death, from which she never fully recovered.

22) One’s Sexual Orientation is not chosen, although one’s behavior is.  People can choose to act on their sexual attractions or not.  There is no evidence that people can choose to have or not have their underlying attractions.  

23) George Washington Carver was an inventor who very nearly single-handedly saved the economy of the South by discovering first, that peanuts and soy beans replenish the soil (which was depleted from generations of cotton growth) and then, by finding dozens of uses for these products, making it profitable for farmers to grow and sell them.  He was also a gay man.  

24) See the list of fact, myths attached for an overview of these.  Take the test first for yourself and see if any of these ring true for you.  Then look at it again knowing that all of these are myths….

25) Considering the need and the risks, why are there so few services?  What are the barriers of knowledge, resources, and commitment to competently serving LGBT clients 

