Interdisciplinarity / LA & SS Task Force 
Minutes 
April 9, 2026 
9:15–10:30 a.m. 
 Via TEAMS

Attendance
Present: K. Bantley, C. Brewer, E. Chen, D. Decarlo, H. de Savage, J. Gamache, T. Garceau, G. Gigliotti, K. Larsen, H. Rodriguez, J. Tully

I. Approval of Minutes of April 2, 2026 (G. Gigliotti – Mot. To App., K. Bantley – 2nd) – Approved

II. Updates:
· Steering Committee meeting 
a) GANTT timeline for work up to July 1
b) TF’s waiting for information from other TF’s 
c) Polytech/BOR – NorthStar (updated ACT) 

· Open Forum
a) J. Tully to present our update 

· Co-chairs meeting with consultant
a) Discussed student survey/integrated groups

III. Finalizing student survey
· Ask C. Bragg to assist with Qualtrics
· Use SLATE to distribute
· Send for one week (with one weekend)
· One reminder once sent

IV. Team-teaching survey draft
· J. Gamache to code form in Microsoft word

V. Skills employers want – info gathering
· New folder created in Teams
· J. Tully to reach out to C. Sterling to find out what industry/business representatives are looking for; also will look at programs they are interested in

VI. Confirmation of focus group schedules (and invites)
· Faculty focus groups Friday, April 17th  
· Graduate student focus group Thursday, April 23rd
· Undergraduate student focus group Friday, April 24th
· Alumni focus group Tuesday April 28th 
· Survey to be created to send to all not involved in focus groups

VII. Deans’ message to faculty
· K. Larsen/K. Bantley to draft
· Send to deans for distribution today

VIII. Focus group questions/prompts

· How do you see liberal arts and social sciences courses shaping students’ abilities to thrive at the university and beyond?  
· From what you see in your classrooms, what kinds of skills and attitudes do students build in the liberal arts and social sciences that matter for them as they navigate their majors?  
· What opportunities do you see for deeper collaboration between liberal arts and social sciences and STEM faculty that would meaningfully enhance students’ learning experiences?   

IX. IDP Programs Survey
· Wordsmith the preamble
· Survey will be emailed to directors

Meeting adjourned 10:31
