
The Industry Advisory Board (IAB) within the School of 
Engineering, Science, and Technology (SEST) at Central 
Connecticut State University continues to grow, reflecting 
the school’s expanding engagement with industry leaders 
and alumni partners.

The SEST IAB is composed of external executives, 
technical experts, and alumni who provide non-binding 
strategic guidance to academic departments. At the 
January meeting, President Toro, Provost Kostelis, 
Jennifer Destefani (Executive Director of the CCSU 
Foundation), and George Claffey (VP for Technology and 
Strategic Initiatives) welcomed members and reaffirmed 
the Board’s essential role in aligning academic programs 
with emerging industry trends, strengthening student 
career pathways, enhancing research relevance, and 
fostering meaningful partnerships.

Board members represent a wide range of technically 
grounded industries, bringing practical, real-world insight 

into SEST’s planning and decision-making. Their expertise helps ensure that Central’s programs remain 
rigorous, relevant, and responsive to evolving workforce needs.

Through ongoing dialogue and active engagement, the Board provides recommendations that advance 
excellence in research and education. Members offer input across academics, research, 
administration, outreach, advocacy, and development. They review undergraduate curricula, degree 
programs, educational objectives, and student outcomes, helping keep programs current and 
competitive.

The IAB also evaluates the scope and industry relevance of SEST research initiatives, shaping future 
directions and identifying opportunities for collaboration. By strengthening existing partnerships and 
cultivating new ones, the Board serves as a bridge between academic theory and professional practice.

As membership continues to expand, so does the Board’s impact—enhancing Central’s reputation, 
supporting student success, and reinforcing SEST’s leadership in preparing graduates to innovate and 
lead in today’s dynamic technical landscape.
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An innovator at the intersection of technology and healthcare, Dr. Barrera is a 
results-driven leader who brings more than 20 years of experience advancing 
transformative medical devices and digital health solutions. He excels at identifying 
unmet clinical needs and converting complex ideas into high-impact products, using a 
holistic approach that integrates technical, clinical, business, and economic 
considerations. His work has delivered products with NPVs exceeding $500M across 
surgical platforms, oncology, neurosurgery, orthopedics, and cardiology. Additionally, 
he has deep expertise in AI, robotics, computer vision, and navigation systems.

It is a distinct honor to introduce the members of the SEST Industry Advisory Board—an accomplished group 
of distinguished professionals, leaders, innovators, and dedicated partners who bring exceptional expertise 
and insight to our academic community.

Brian Cutler, P.E., L.E.P., DBIA, is the CEO of Loureiro Engineering Associates, Inc., an 
employee-owned, multi-disciplinary engineering, environmental, and construction firm 
headquartered in Connecticut. With more than 35 years of experience, Brian has led 
the firm’s growth through integrated design-build delivery, environmental remediation, 
and infrastructure revitalization projects. He is deeply committed to workforce 
development, experiential education, and strengthening the connection between 
academia and industry.

Jim DeVecchis is a seasoned technology executive at AVNA, providing strategic 
leadership in engineering-driven solutions and client services. With extensive 
experience leading technical teams and complex initiatives, he excels at aligning 
innovative technologies with practical business objectives. Jim has a proven record of 
strengthening customer partnerships, improving operational performance, and 
delivering results in fast-paced environments. Recognized for his collaborative 
leadership and commitment to excellence, he fosters accountability and continuous 
improvement, advancing AVNA’s mission and reinforcing the company’s reputation for 
delivering reliable, forward-thinking technology solutions.
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Jim DeVecchis, AVNA

Kemar French, AVNA
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Kemar French is a New Product Introduction (NPI) Engineer at AVNA, where he drives 
successful product launches through collaboration with R&D, Quality, Manufacturing, 
Supply Chain, and external suppliers. He ensures designs are manufacturable, 
scalable, and compliant with regulatory and quality standards. Kemar leads PFMEAs 
and DOE initiatives, develops and validates manufacturing processes, and supports 
prototype and pilot builds to optimize yield, performance, and cost. He also manages 
specialized chemical processes, including electropolishing and passivation, enabling 
seamless production transfers and consistent, reliable product performance.



Engineer driven to “make a dent in the universe,” inspired by Steve Jobs’ vision of 
meaningful impact through technology. Focused on advancing systems that shape 
society at scale—energy, water, waste, space travel, additive manufacturing, robotics, 
and complex technological infrastructures that influence culture and human progress. 
Jack brings a rigorous commitment to analytic truth, ensuring decisions are grounded 
in verified knowledge rather than assumption. He thrives in deep data environments, 
diving headfirst into complex datasets to extract clarity, insight, and direction. 
Combines systems thinking with practical execution to design solutions that are 
scalable, resilient, and transformative for communities and industries worldwide.

Michael Jannitto is a Senior Managing Consultant and Licensed Environmental 
Professional (LEP) in Connecticut with 20 years of experience in environmental 
consulting with a focus on environmental site investigation, remediation, and 
regulatory compliance. He has worked with numerous public and private sector 
clients in the completion of environmental site investigations, remedial actions, 
hazardous material surveys, and various other regulatory compliance issues under 
various state and federal programs. Michael currently leads Ramboll's Northeast 
Region PFAS Growth Team and the strategic initiative related to aqueous film forming 
foam (AFFF) response and AFFF fire system decontamination and conversion. 

Dr. Andy Judge is Senior Program Cluster Manager at ASML. He holds a BS in 
Mechanical Engineering and an MS in Engineering Management from Drexel 
University, and earned his PhD in Mechanical Engineering from Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, where his research on ferrofluid-immersed motor generators was 
recognized as an Innovative Research finalist. With nearly 25 years of industry 
experience spanning CAD, defense, and precision systems, he joined ASML in 2013 
and holds seven patents. In academia, he teaches mechatronics and advanced 
dynamics, advises student projects, and was named Fairfield University’s 2020 
Adjunct Professor of the Year. He is also the author of Mechatronics and Dynamic 
System Design and supports recruiting and senior design projects at CCSU.

Jordan Kentzler is a senior executive with more than 18 years of leadership 
experience driving people, operational, and organizational transformation across 
aerospace and advanced manufacturing. Currently Vice President of Corporate 
Services at Hanwha Aerospace, he oversees HR, IT, EH&S, Facilities, Maintenance, and 
Security, delivering measurable improvements in engagement, retention, and 
enterprise scalability. Jordan is a trusted partner to boards and executive teams on 
talent strategy, executive compensation, M&A integration, and digital transformation, 
with a proven ability to align human capital strategy to multi-billion-dollar business 
objectives. 
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Christopher Leigh is Vice President and Chief Information Security Officer at 
Eversource Energy, bringing more than 20 years of domestic and international 
experience leading cybersecurity teams. He oversees enterprise information security, 
including threat and risk management, policy and compliance, architecture, incident 
response, networking, and artificial intelligence initiatives. Previously, he held senior 
security roles at Consolidated Edison and United Technologies Corporation. An 
international speaker, he has presented at North Atlantic Treaty Organization and 
across the United States, and mentored Ukrainian utility cyber professionals under 
agreements with USAID and Catalisto. A U.S. Navy Reserve veteran, he was named a 
Top 100 CISO by Cyber Defense Awards in 2020 and 2022.

Carlo Leone began serving as Senior Advisor to the Commissioner of the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation in 2021. A veteran of the United States Air Force, he 
served from 1981 to 1987, including assignments with North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization forces in Spain, Italy, and Turkey. After his military service, Leone spent 
17 years as a technician at Xerox. He later founded The Workplace, a Fairfield County 
organization dedicated to helping homeless veterans secure stable housing and 
supportive services, reflecting his continued commitment to public service and 
community impact. We thank Carlo Leone for his distinguished service to the Board.

Mr. Lettiere is a seasoned toxicology leader with more than 25 years of experience in 
pharmaceutical drug discovery and development. He designs and executes 
nonclinical safety strategies that support clinical advancement across cardiovascular, 
metabolic, and oncology therapeutics. As a Study Director and Study Monitor, he leads 
GLP and non-GLP general toxicology studies for small molecules and biologics across 
multiple disease areas. His expertise includes risk assessment of extractables, 
leachables, and contaminants in drug substances and drug products for clinical and 
commercial use. He also provides strategic evaluation of nitrosamine impurities, 
ensuring regulatory compliance and patient safety throughout development.
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Ryan Leahy is a senior transformation and operations leader with more than 20 years 
of experience across global trade compliance, legal operations, digital transformation, 
engineering, and manufacturing. He currently serves as Senior Director, Global Trade 
– Process & Systems Transformation at RTX Corporation, leading enterprise ERP 
integration and standardization initiatives to enhance regulatory compliance, data 
integrity, and operational performance. Known for bridging regulatory, technology, 
and business functions, he delivers scalable solutions in complex global 
environments. Ryan previously held leadership roles at Pratt & Whitney and has 
international manufacturing experience in China with full P&L responsibility. He holds 
an MBA in Finance and a bachelor’s in Electro-Mechanical Technology.

Ryan Leahy, RTX



Stephen Lindsey is an accomplished COO/CTO with extensive leadership experience 
in the aviation and aerospace industry. He is a Senior VP of Engineering at Barnes 
Aerospace. He previously oversaw Engineering and capital deployment across 
Hanwha Aerospace USA facilities, aligning advanced manufacturing technologies 
with strategic growth and net-zero objectives. Previously, he served six years as COO, 
co-facilitating the sale of EDAC Technologies to Hanwha Group. He held full P&L 
responsibility for a $50M aviation business in Eastford, CT, and co-negotiated 
long-term agreements exceeding $300M with major OEMs including Pratt & Whitney 
and GE Aerospace. Lindsey is known for operational excellence, acquisition 
integration, and disciplined execution.

Nathan Minami is Vice President & General Manager of Hanwha Aerospace USA and 
Head of Commercial Operations for the Aero Business Group at Hanwha Aerospace. 
He leads a multi-site aerospace jet engine OEM manufacturing business with 
significant P&L responsibility, overseeing seven facilities across North America and 
Asia. His scope includes operations management, product delivery, profitability, 
strategic partnerships, program execution, aftermarket services, and customer 
relationships across commercial portfolios. A seasoned aerospace and defense 
leader, Minami builds high-performing teams and drives sustainable growth through 
disciplined execution, operational excellence, and customer-focused strategies in 
complex global environments.

Hunter Mathena is a business and economic development professional with a strong 
foundation in real estate, strategic planning, and community growth initiatives. He 
brings experience aligning market opportunities with long-term development 
strategies that strengthen local economies and attract investment. Mathena holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Business Management and an International Master of Business 
Administration from Central Connecticut State University. Recognized for his 
collaborative approach, he works closely with business leaders, municipalities, and 
stakeholders to drive innovation and sustainable growth. Mathena is dedicated to 
fostering economic vitality and positioning communities for long-term 
competitiveness and opportunity.

Goudarz Molaei is a research scientist conducting studies on the ecology and biology 
of mosquito and tick vectors of human pathogens, and on their respective roles in 
enzootic and epidemic transmission of arboviruses, as well as tick-associated 
diseases at the Center for Vector Biology & Zoonotic Diseases, The Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES). He is director of the CAES Tick Testing 
Program for Lyme and Allied Diseases. At the Yale School of Public Health, Dr. Molaei, 
as an associate clinical professor, co-teaches a course in Biology of Insect Disease 
Vectors, is collaborating on research on the ecology and biology of mosquito and tick 
vectors of human pathogens, and advises students.
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Melissa (Luna) Mostowy is an environmental professional with over a decade of 
experience in water resources and environmental management. She earned her 
undergraduate degree from Central Connecticut State University in 2015 and a 
master’s from Wesleyan University in 2018. Melissa has worked in consulting, 
nonprofit, and state government roles, including as a field hydrogeologist and natural 
resource specialist. She currently serves as an Environmental Analyst at Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, supporting Water Diversion and 
Aquifer Protection programs, permitting, compliance, groundwater modeling, and 
statewide water planning and resource protection initiatives.

Dr. Motupally, a recognized leader in the energy sector, brings extensive global 
experience in scaling clean energy businesses to his role as Chief Operating Officer at 
AIRCO. He joins AIRCO after serving as Global COO of Doosan Fuel Cell from 2014 to 
2023, where he drove growth across technology development, product 
commercialization, and sales, expanding the business more than seven-fold. His prior 
experience includes Head of R&D at UTC Power and strategic advisor to the United 
States Department of Energy, underscoring his deep expertise in clean energy 
innovation and commercialization.

Farod Muhammad is an accomplished engineering and operations leader currently 
serving as Deputy General Manager, Project/Team Lead, and Continuous 
Improvement Focal in New Business Development at Quest Global since February 
2022. He previously held multiple leadership roles with Quest Global Services PTE. 
LTD., including Design Change & Configuration Management Team Lead and Design 
Team Lead. Earlier, at Zygo Corporation, he specialized in assembly, testing, and 
troubleshooting of advanced interferometers and complex electro-opto-mechanical 
systems. He also served as a Customer Technical Support Specialist at ID Mail 
Systems Inc.. Farod earned a Bachelor of Science in Industrial Electronics Technology 
from Central Connecticut State University in 2008.

Michael Opuszynski, MSEE, is a multidisciplinary engineer with technical proficiencies 
include MATLAB, Simulink, PSpice, C++, MPLab, AutoCAD, SolidWorks, CATIA, and GIS 
platforms. His professional experience spans multiple engineering disciplines, with 
concentrated expertise in Electrical and Biomedical Engineering. Michael specializes 
in controls, embedded systems, and image processing, combining strong analytical 
foundations with practical implementation skills. He has completed Team Building 
and Leadership Training certifications, reinforcing his collaborative and management 
capabilities.
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Eddie Pace is a seasoned engineering leader with expertise in surgical robotics 
testing, team development, and process optimization. As Engineering Director at 
Medtronic’s Surgical Robotics R&D Testing and Reliability, he helped launch and 
validate the Hugo™ robotic-assisted surgery system globally and led efforts to achieve 
FDA clearance in the U.S. He built and scaled a high-performing testing organization, 
delivered complex verification programs, and drove operational excellence through 
process improvements and strategic resource management. Edoardo is also 
recognized for championing diversity in STEM and mentoring students through FIRST 
robotics programs.

Peter Papadopoulos is a senior engineering and technology leader at Pratt & Whitney, 
bringing extensive experience in aerospace propulsion systems and advanced 
engineering solutions. Throughout his career, he has led cross-functional teams in 
research, design, and development, driving innovation in engine performance, 
reliability, and efficiency. Peter’s expertise spans system integration, project 
management, and technology commercialization, with a strong focus on aligning 
engineering objectives with business goals. Known for his collaborative leadership 
and strategic vision, he contributes to advancing Pratt & Whitney’s mission of 
delivering high-performance, cutting-edge aerospace technologies to customers 
worldwide.

Kiran Pyneni is an executive technology leader and Associate Vice President of Digital 
Architecture and Engineering at Aetna, a CVS Health company, where he is responsible 
for Aetna’s primary member-facing digital platform, enabling millions of members to 
seamlessly access and manage their healthcare benefits. He leads AI-driven, 
Cloud-native API solutions and large-scale modernizations that elevates member 
experience, strengthens platform resilience, and accelerates delivery across Aetna's 
digital ecosystem. He is recognized for building high-performing engineering 
organizations and translating business priorities into scalable, digital, and AI-enabled 
platforms that deliver measurable outcomes.

Amy Sowitcky earned a Civil Engineering degree from UConn and advanced to Senior 
Project Manager in consulting firms over eighteen years, specializing in municipal 
wastewater pumping and treatment projects. In 2023, she changed roles to serve as 
Assistant Director of Project Management for Real Estate and Construction Services 
at the Connecticut Department of Administrative Services. Currently, she is Director of 
Engineering for the Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, 
where she leads planning, staff development, design, and construction of compliant, 
energy-efficient, and durable facilities that support safe, compassionate care while 
responsibly managing public resources across the Agency’s state campuses.
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Carrie Titolo is currently a Special Advisor to the Commissioner for Strategic 
Partnerships and Projects at Connecticut Department of Transportation. Carrie is a 
Communications professional with over 15 years of experience, predominantly in the 
nonprofit sector, focusing on public relations, brand strategy, fundraising and crisis 
communications. She has a robust skill set that includes Strategic Public, Strategic 
Communications, Marketing Communications, Internal Communications, Social Media 
and more. Titolo will assume the board seat following the completion of Carlo Leone’s 
distinguished service.

Dr. Karen Wosczyna-Birch has championed engineering and technology education for 
more than 30 years. Since 1995, she has served as State Director of the Connecticut 
College of Technology, building nationally recognized seamless pathways linking 
Connecticut’s 12 community colleges, now CT State Community College, with 
universities and technical high schools. She is Executive Director and Principal 
Investigator of the National Center for Next Generation Manufacturing, an NSF Center 
of Excellence, and Professor Emeritus of Applied Technology at CT State: Tunxis. 
Securing over $30 million in NSF funding, including international grants, she has 
expanded opportunities for underrepresented STEM students. Her honors include 
awards from Epsilon Pi Tau, NEBHE, HI-TEC, and ITEEA, recognizing leadership and 
innovation.

The SEST IAB meeting began on a high note, marked by recognition, renewal, 
and shared purpose. Continuing members were honored with Certificates of 
Appreciation, celebrating their ongoing commitment and impact, while new 
members received Certificates of Appointment and a special memento, 
welcoming them into a community built on leadership and collaboration.

At the heart of the gathering stood the Central Catalyst—an enduring symbol of 
partnership in motion and a reflection of the university's strategic vision. Like 
interlocking gears, the collective expertise in the room reflected how ideas 
spark, connections engage, and innovation accelerates. Together, the board 
reaffirmed Central’s unwavering commitment to industry collaboration and 
academic excellence, setting the stage for another year of meaningful progress 
and transformative achievement.

Anthony Pierce (pictured with Dr. Reza Ghodsi), a Mechanical Engineering 
major with an Aerospace concentration, brought the piece to life through 
hands-on design and fabrication. Driven by creativity and a passion for 

innovation, he transformed a concept into a tangible emblem of momentum and possibility. The interlocking 
forms of the Catalyst reflect how students, faculty, and industry partners work together—each component 
essential, each movement connected—powering progress and shaping the future of SEST.

Industry Advisory Board Members
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The Central Catalyst...Partnership in Motion



The School hosted a dynamic research engagement 
event designed to spark collaboration and expand 
external funding opportunities across campus. 
Brenda Lopez (Grants & Funded Research) and Dr. 
Sarah Maurer (Chemistry) opened the program with 
a comprehensive overview of external research 
funding opportunities available at Central, 
highlighting key agencies, priority areas, and 
strategies for competitive proposals.

Following the presentation, participants engaged in 
a structured networking activity to foster new 
connections and interdisciplinary dialogue. The first 
breakout session placed attendees in small groups of three, encouraging focused discussions around 
shared research interests and potential collaborations aligned with external funding priorities.

An informal lunch session provided additional time for relationship-building and idea development, 
with faculty encouraged to refine concepts and outline next steps for partnership.

In the final session, each group delivered a five-minute pitch presenting their proposed research idea. 
Constructive feedback from peers and facilitators helped sharpen project goals, clarify impact, and 
strengthen funding alignment.

The event successfully combined information sharing, collaboration, and innovation—empowering 
faculty to transform ideas into competitive, externally funded research initiatives.

Educator turned entrepreneur, Central alumna, Zoe Cramer 
’17 shared her business, Sips & Sparks, on a morning 
segment with WFSB TV. 

Cramer, the connection catalyst, recognized a need and 
developed a platform to help people form meaningful 
connections. Drawing on her business expertise, she curates 
engaging events while, as she states, creating environments 
where authentic connections can happen naturally. In a 
digital age, technology is a vital tool for relationship-building, 

but can rarely provide the space to process complex emotions. Get ready to try something different -- 
move away from scrolling and create real sparks at sipsandsparks.com. 

SESTSPOTLIGHT

ALUMNASPOTLIGHT

Faculty Retreat: Information Sharing, Collaboration, and Innovation

Mathematics Alumna Uses Technology to Spark Real Connections 

Photo courtesy of WFSB TV

https://www.wfsb.com/video/2026/02/02/sips-sparks-speed-dating/
https://sipsandsparks.com/


SESTEVENTS
When Planets Support Life: Exploring 
Habitability Across the Solar System
The Department of Earth and Space Sciences and the Geology and 
Planetary Sciences Club host Dr. Shi Joyce Sim, assistant professor at 
Georgia Tech, as part of the Computational Infrastructure for Geodynamics 
distinguished speaker series. 

Dr. Sim's talk explored dynamic habitability—the idea that a planet’s ability to 
support life can change over time—across Earth and other planetary bodies. 
It examined the key requirements for life, including solvents, chemistry, 
energy, and environment, and highlights Earth’s unique plate tectonics as 
central to long-term habitability. Using modeling approaches, the talk 
investigated melt transport at mid-ocean ridges, crustal processes at 
subduction zones, and their impact on planetary interiors and surfaces. 
Extending beyond Earth, it applies two-phase flow and thermal evolution 
models to Mars, revealing potential volatile trapping and evolving water 
distribution. The talk concluded with future directions for studying 
habitability across the solar system.

Join the School of Engineering, Science, and Technology Graduate Open 
House Showcase to explore our master-level programs and graduate 
certificate options created to support your career goals. Meet with faculty 
and partnering campus departments, and enjoy lab tours of relevant 
spaces.

Find the right program for you on Wednesday, March 11, 2026 from 3:30 
PM to 6:30 PM in the Applied Innovation Hub Lobby.  

Register today at apply.ccsu.edu/register/SEST_Sp26.

The University Research and Creative Achievement Day (URCAD) gives all 
Central students the opportunity to present their research, creative work, 
and capstone projects through poster displays or oral presentations. 
Everyone is invited to celebrate and support the culmination of our 
students’ academic journey at Central on May 8, 2026 from 9 AM - 4 PM.

For additional information and registration, visit ccsu.edu/urcad.

Master Your Future: SEST Graduate Open House 
Showcase

Save the Date 

https://apply.ccsu.edu/register/SEST_Sp26
https://www.ccsu.edu/urcad


SESTEVENTS
Engineers Week 
The Department of Engineering hosted three technical talks, an alumni panel, and the 8th Engineering Design 
Competition during the 2026 E-Week.

Greg Boria, Software Engineer Lead

This presentation explored the core principles of modern computers, focusing on the theory and 
design of a micro sequencer. It provided a historical perspective by examining pre-digital computer 
designs and the factors that led to modern digital architectures, using Project Whirlwind/SAGE and 
sample microcode to illustrate early design trade-offs. The talk moved to contemporary designs, 
discussing multicore and protected memory architectures, and concluded by explaining why some 
pre-digital designs continue to thrive in niche markets.

Stephen Lindsey, Senior VP, OE Engineering 

This presentation highlighted how engineers turn commercial aerospace bid packages into fully 
developed, industrialized programs. It covered their role in interpreting requirements, creating 
technical solutions, estimating cost and schedule, and coordinating across design, manufacturing, 
quality, and supply chain teams. The talk also emphasized how engineers balance innovation, risk, 
and compliance to ensure bids are competitive, feasible, and ready for large-scale production.

Students connected with Central alumni and career professionals who inspire and offered tips for success. 

The Design Challenge, in its eigth year, invited SEST, community college, and high school students 
to apply interdisciplinary knowledge, creativity, and teamwork to solve a real-world engineering 
problem.

February 24 | Core Principles of Computing: A Historical Perspective

February 25 | Latest Tools in Aerospace Manufacturing

February 26 | Lunch Alumni Panel

February 26 | Tech Talk & Career Paths with Loureiro Engineering Associates, Inc.

February 28 | Design Challenge

Amber Cavanagh '15
Mechanical Engineering Technology

Principal Engineer & 
Technical Program Manager 

Mott Corporation 

Aaron Danenberg '09
Mechanical Engineering

Manager and Senior Principal Engineer, 
Performance Engineering 

Mitsubishi Power Aero

Ritchy Felix '17
Mechanical Engineering

Electro-Mechanical Design Engineer
Triumph Aerospace

Christine Gray, P.E.
Senior Project Engineer

Emily Kelting, P.E.
Project Manager

Kyle LeTourneau
Project Engineer

Jordan Hudak, P.E.
Vice President

Building & Land Engineering

Chris Lachapelle '15
Mechanical Engineering Technology

Mechanical Engineerig
Rock Engineering LLC



CAREERLINK

To register, students must create a Handshake account. For more information, visit:

CCSU.EDU/SEST-CAREERLINK

Information Sessions are designed to introduce industry partners, offer valuable networking with 
professionals, and strategies for landing internships or full-time opportunities. 

Date: Thursday, February 5, 2026
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 PM (Lunch provided)
Location: Hilltop Cafe
Academic Interests: Computer Science, 
Cybersecurity, Business Administration, 
Marketing, Accounting

Date: Thursday, February 12, 2026
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 PM (Lunch provided)
Location: Hilltop Cafe
Academic Interests: Engineering: Civil, 
Electrical, Manufactuing, Mechanical, 
Construction Management, Supply Quality

Date: Thursday, March 5, 2026
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 PM (Lunch provided)
Location: Hilltop Cafe
Academic Interests: Mechanicial Engineering, 
Manufacturing & Mechanical Engineering 
Technology, Cybersecurity, Finance, Marketing, 
Customer Service

Date: Thursday, March 12, 2026
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 PM (Lunch provided)
Location: Hilltop Cafe
Academic Interests: Civil Engineering and 
Construction Management

Date: Thursday, March 12, 2026
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 PM (Lunch Panel & Recruitment Event)
Location: Hilltop Cafe
Academic Interests: 
• Accounting
• Biological Sciences
• Biomolecular Sciences
• Business Administration
• Chemistry
• Civil Engineering
• Computer Engineering Technology
• Computer Science
• Creative Writing

• Data Science
• Economics
• Electrical Engineering
• Electronics Technology
• Finance
• Mathematics
• Nursing
• Physics
• Software Engineering

• STEM Education for Certified Teachers
• Supply Chain and Logistics Management
• Manufacturing Engineering Technology
• Manufacturing Management
• Mechanical Engineering & Technology
• Robotics & Mechatronics Engineering 

Technology
• Information Technology

https://ccsu.joinhandshake.com/login
https://www.ccsu.edu/sest-careerlink


In Our CommunityWE ARE CENTRAL

Computer Science: Connecting Academic 
Preparation to Professional Practice
Students at Newington High School had the opportunity to learn 
what earning a Computer Science degree is really like, thanks to a 
presentation by Dr. Stan Kurkovsky, Computer Science department 
chair, and Olga Veselova '24, a computer science graduate now 
working as a Software Engineer at The Hartford.  The session 
aimed to move beyond common stereotypes, emphasizing that 
computer science involves much more than coding. Presenters

highlighted that persistence, curiosity, and problem-solving often matter more than advanced math 
skills and discussed evolving computing careers, AI’s growing influence, and the ongoing importance 
of human judgment, communication, and teamwork.

Olga Veselova connected academic preparation directly to professional practice and demonstrating 
how college-developed skills translate to real-world systems. A key takeaway was that AI enhances 
computing careers rather than replacing skilled professionals.

Special thanks extended to Kevin Vida, Workforce Development Specialist, and Kyle Courtemanche, 
CS teacher at Newington High School, for organizing the event, and to Ms. Veselova for serving as an 
inspiring role model for students considering careers in computing.

On December 6, 2025, 4,329 undergraduates from 487 institutions 
across the United States, Canada, and Mexico competed in the 
86th William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition—one of 
the most challenging mathematics competitions in North America. 

The competition is renowned for its difficulty; although participants are typically among the strongest 
math students at their schools, the median score this year was just 2 out of 120 points. Earning any 
points is considered a significant achievement.

Two Central students rose to the challenge. Joshua Davis, who graduated magna cum laude  in 
December with a degree in Mathematics, earned 3 points. Joshua Plaag, a senior Mathematics major, 
earned an impressive 21 points—the second-highest Putnam score in Central’s history and equivalent 
to the 82nd percentile overall.

Congratulations to both students on this outstanding accomplishment.

Central Students Excel in Elite Competition



We are pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Nick Delaney as Assistant 
Dean in the School of Engineering, Science, and Technology (SEST) at Central. 
Dr. Delaney began his career in higher education at the University of 
Connecticut in 2013, where he spent more than a decade advancing student 
success, academic engagement, and experiential learning across multiple 
academic units. His work has consistently emphasized the development of 
high-impact programs that support student leadership, professional growth, 
and strong institutional partnerships. Most recently, as Director of Engineering 

Experiential Education in UConn’s College of Engineering, he led a broad portfolio of experiential, 
international, and co-curricular programs for undergraduate and graduate students, collaborating 
closely with faculty, staff, and industry partners. In his new role, Dr. Delaney will focus on graduate 
student programs and recruitment, as well as strengthening industry and community partnerships.

DID YOU KNOW

SESTCONNECT
Submit your stories, programs, events, and questions: 

SESTDeansOffice@mail.ccsu.edu

Dean's Office Welcomes New Assistant Dean, Dr. Nick Delaney

Blue Devil Recruitment Events 

SEST GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE SHOWCASE

Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2026
Time: 3:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
Location: Applied Innovation Hub Lobby
Info: Explore SESTs master-level programs and 
certificate options to support your career goals.

ACCELERATE CENTRAL WEEK

Date: Week of March 31, 2026
Time: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
Location: Willard-DiLoreto Hall, Atrium
Info: Learn how Central's Accelerated 
Bachelor’s-to-Master’s programs can help you save 
time, reduce tuition costs, and get ahead.
Drop in anytime to ask questions.
No presentations. No pressure. Just information.

ACCEPTED STUDENTS DAY

Date: Saturday, March 28, 2026 & April 18, 2026
Time: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Location: Applied Innovation Hub, Copernicus Hall
Info: Accepted Students Day offers prospective 
students and their families the chance to explore our 
facilities, chat with faculty, students, and staff, and get 
a taste of the Central experience.  

UNDERGRADUATE OPEN HOUSE

Date: Saturday, April 11,, 2026
Time: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Location: Kaiser Hall, Applied Innovation Hub, 
Copernicus Hall
Info: Interact with faculty, learn about admissions, 
financial aid, academics, student life, and all the 
ways we’re committed to making your college 
experience successful at Central.


