Academic Programs Task Force
Development of the Polytechnic Investment Case
Wednesday, February 25, 2026
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

In Attendance: Carl Antonucci, John Barile, Anna-Maria Heredia, Laura Jacobson, Xudong Jia, Jayanthi Kandiah, Yvonne Kirby, Provost Kimberly Kostelis, Tyler Kynn, Kate McGrath, James Mulrooney, Michael Nicastro, Elbert Shell, President Zulma Toro, Elizabeth Wright
· Brief introduction of task force members
· Review of task force charge and timeline
· President Toro presented a PowerPoint that included the following:
· R2 Polytechnic University definition and requirements
· Polytechnic benefits to:
· Students
· Graduates
· Faculty & Staff
· Central
· Community
· CSCU System
· Connecticut
· Role of applied sciences and research
· Importance of interdisciplinarity and workforce alignment
· A comparison of Central’s student population with top Polytechnic Universities in the U.S. (California)
· Follow-up discussion and opportunity for comments/questions
· Provost Kostelis led a discussion on the “New and Reimagined Program” development process
· Reviewed and discussed edits to the draft of New and Reimagined Program Concept Sheet (form that will be sent out to faculty)
· Discussion on next steps and work plan
Next meeting – Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.


