
WRITING A BOOK REVIEW

Author name,
credentials, genre,
and title of work,

date in parenthesis;
a rhetorically active
verb, and a THAT
clause containing a
message or theme

explored by the text.

SENTENCE 1:

Adapted from vstingers.org Literary Precis by way of Reading Rhetorically (62).

A brief 1-2 sentence
summary that

includes a reference
to the main

argument, data, and
research methods.

SENTENCE 2:

An explanation of
how the author
organizes their

research to develop
and convey the  

argument.

SENTENCE 3:

A statement of the
author’s apparent
purpose, followed
by an “in order to”
which explains what

the author wants
the intended

audience to feel,
think and/or do

SENTENCE 4:

A description of a
place in the text in
which the author

uses a literary
device to achieve a
specific purpose.

SENTENCE 5:
A description of a

primary and
secondary audience
with a description

of the evidence you
used to identify the

audience.

SENTENCE 6:



WRITING A BOOK REVIEW

Sentence 1: 
author credentials
genre of text
title of text
publisher
year 
topic/idea
purpose

Sentence 2:
primary and secondary
audience
evidence of audience
how the author develops their
argument

Sentence 4:
author’s purpose
author’s reason

Sentence 5:
sample chapter/page/section
name the literary device
to (verb + adjective)
purpose

Sentence 6:
audience statement


