WRITING AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY



WHAT is an annotated bibliography?

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.



WHAT elements might an annotation include? 

1. Bibliography according to the appropriate citation style (MLA, APA, CBE/CSE, etc.).  
2. Explanation of main points and/or purpose of the work—basically, its thesis—which shows among other things that you have read and thoroughly understand the source.  
3. Verification or critique of the authority or qualifications of the author (e.g. what else have they published?). 
4. Comments on the worth, effectiveness, and usefulness of the work in terms of both the topic being researched and/or your own research project.  
5. The point of view or perspective from which the work was written. For instance, you may note whether the author seemed to have particular biases or was trying to reach a particular audience.  
6. Relevant links to other work done in the area, like related sources, possibly including a comparison with some of those already on your list. You may want to establish connections to other aspects of the same argument or opposing views.  








SAMPLE annotations:

Renner, Stanley. “‘Red hair, very red, close curling’: Sexual Hysteria, Physiognomical Bogeymen, and the ‘Ghosts’ in The Turn of the Screw.” In Henry James: The Turn of the Screw. Ed. Peter G. Beidler. Bedford Books, 1995. 223-241. 

Renner asserts that what has previously been considered a supernatural event in James’ Turn of the Screw is actually a psychological one. According to Renner, James was in fact using the psychosis of the governess to comment on repressive Victorian sexual ideals and their effects on individuals. Renner uses some biographical information to show that James would have been familiar with “sexual hysteria”, but the more successful part of the article is his careful analysis of physiognomical stereotyping in the Victorian Era. His central argument effectively links the onset of the governess's sexual hysteria and hallucination with the influence of Victorian assumptions about character and physical appearance.

Abramson, Paul R., John H. Aldrich, Philip Paolino, and David W. Rohde. “Challenges to the American Two Party System: Evidence from the 1968, 1980, 1992, and 1996 Presidential Elections.” 	Political Research Quarterly 53.3 (2000): 495-522. Web. 10 Oct. 2016.
	
This essay argues that the growing strength of third party candidates in our modern political climate is the result of the dominant parties' inability to create strong candidates. The essay is of most use to those studying modern American politics, but it can be appreciated by the general voting public as well. Abramson, Aldrich, Paolino, and Rohde write this essay from the perspective of four professional political analysts who seek to disarm the myth that Americans are frustrated by the two-party system itself. They aim to prove that Americans are more troubled by the candidates the parties produce, not the parties themselves. For my purposes, this essay provides an alternative perspective of the common grievances many have with the two-party system. This essay helps advance the arguments of “Third Parties and the Two-Party System” by Christian Collet, which claims that most Americans would like to see a third party on the ballot.

