Spring 2026 Upper-Level Course Descriptions

ENG 310 Close Reading the Sentence – Literature Elective
Dr. Candace Barrington
Mondays & Tuesdays, 12:15-1:30, CRN 45460
This course will be unlike any other English course you have taken.
It is an intensive workshop in which you will learn (1) to analyze literature at the sentence level, and (2) to be in control of the sentences you write.
It will be fun.
It assumes you are ready and eager to be an active learner. Be prepared to spend at least two (but probably closer to three) hours studying for each class meeting. If you do all the course asks, you can expect to be a better reader and writer of English sentences by the end of the term.
This course is open (without permission) to all English majors, Creative Writing minors, Cinema Studies minors, and Linguistics minors. Other majors will need instructor’s permission. The course cap of 20 students will be strictly held. 

ENG 342 American Realism and Naturalism – American Literature Post-1865
Dr. Rob Dowling
Monday, 4:30 – 7:10 P.M., CRN 47140
A comprehensive seminar on American literary realism and naturalism as the movements reflect the late 19th- and early 20th-century response to modern realities such as immigration, urbanization, industrialization, and the proposition that heredity and environment determine human behavior. Authors include Stephen Crane, Theodore Dreiser, Kate Chopin, Sui Sin Far, Abraham Cahan, Zitkala-Ša, Edith Wharton, James Weldon Johnson, and Jack London, among others. Each student is expected to respond to each weeks’ readings with a short writing assignment designed to promote active reading, give one presentation on a week’s readings, write a 7-10 page final research paper, and take a mid-term and a final written exam.

ENG 347 Latino/a Literature– American Literature Pre-1865 and Post-1865
Dr. Natalie Catasus
Monday and Wednesday, 9:25 – 10:40 A.M., CRN 47142
Important U.S. Latina/o literary works in prose, poetry, drama, and essay.

ENG 364 Latin Literature – World Literature
Dr. Gil Gigliotti
Mondays and Wednesday, 9:25 – 10:40 A.M., CRN 47143
Latin poetry and prose from the late 1st Century BCE into the medieval period, including representative works and authors of epic, lyric, drama, satire, history, oratory, and/or philosophy.  Students will read some combination of authors from across the history of Latin literature, with special attention to those who had a particular influence on later literature: Plautus, Terence, Lucretius, Catullus, Horace, Vergil, Ovid, Livy, Seneca, Petronius, Quintilian, Pliny the Younger, Tacitus, Juvenal, Prudentius, Gaeraldus, Peter Abelard, and Thomas More.

ENG 398 Dystopias: Wells to Butler 
Dr. Deborah Spillman
CRN 46382 MW 1:40 – 2:55 PM

If the word “utopia,” meaning “no place,” had long referred to an ideal world existing only in the imagination, the Victorian coinage “dystopia” pointed to a world gone wrong that was only too real. Dystopian fiction by authors like H.G. Wells, George Orwell, and Octavia Butler has since challenged readers to engage in forms of social critique that parallel many of the methods of contemporary literary and critical theory. While focusing on such works, this course provides English majors with an introduction to literary theory and research and serves as a prerequisite for advanced studies in English at the 400-level. Students will therefore learn how to use library tools and resources while also reviewing selected theoretical approaches, identifying these approaches in secondary readings, and incorporating them in writing assignments. Written assignments will include a short literary analysis, low-stakes brainstorming, an annotated bibliography, a series of drafts, peer responses, and a 12-page research paper.

ENG 398 Topics in Literary Theory and Research - British Literature Post-1798
Dr. Brian Folker
Tuesday and Thursday, 1:40 – 2:55 P.M., CRN 47144
Topics in Literary Theory and Research is the gateway to upper-level course work in the English major; it is a prerequisite for 400 level English classes.  The course is intended to have a triple function:  It directs attention to a narrowly defined subject of literary study; it serves as an introduction to contemporary critical methods and literary theory; and it provides students with an opportunity to practice and reflect upon the fundamentals of research, analysis, and argumentation.  Our literary focus is the English poet William Wordsworth (1770-1850), with particular emphasis on his 1805 autobiographical poem, The Prelude.  The Prelude is sometimes considered the finest long poem in English since Paradise Lost.  At moments frankly confessional, at other times evasive and even deceitful, it is an attempt to turn Wordsworth’s turbulent young manhood into an enabling myth for the aspiring artist.  We’ll consider what sense various critical frames—in particular, poststructuralism, feminism, psychological theory, and Marxism--can make of this fragmented and flawed masterpiece.

ENG 451 Milton - British Literature Pre-1798
Dr. Eric Leonidas
Monday and Wednesday, 1:40 – 2:55 P.M., CRN 47145
The course will read a variety of Milton’s poetry and prose.  Milton’s work crisscrosses the aesthetic, theological, philosophical, political, social, and even scientific currents of the 17th century, and we will draw on all of these to make sense of his writing.  Above all, however, we will look in Milton for human possibility: what people can—and should—do, given fundamental restraints (not the least will be our relationship to our natural environment).  We will trace what capacities and limitations Milton envisions for human being, and we will discuss how that vision reflects the conditions and preoccupations of English culture in the late Early Modern period.

ENG 462 Shakespeare: Major Tragedies – British Literature Pre-1798
Dr. Stephen Cohen
Tuesday and Thursday, 1:40 – 2:55 P.M., CRN 47500
This course will look at Shakespeare’s tragedies from three perspectives: form, history, and their intersection.  First, we will develop a model of Shakespearean tragedy that will allow us to determine which of the form’s characteristics the individual plays present, which they do not, and to what effect.  Second, we will investigate the plays’ historical contexts: the events and situations in Shakespeare’s England that influenced the plays, and which the plays in turn may have attempted to influence.  Finally, we will bring these two approaches together, exploring how historical circumstances might have shaped not only individual plays, but Shakespearean tragic form as well, asking which cultural needs tragedy might have been responding to and what it might have to say about Shakespeare’s England—and what its continuing popularity today might say about our own culture.

Cine/English 465: Global Cinema – World Literature
Dr. Burlin Barr
Tuesday and Thursday, 9:25 – 10:40 A.M., CRN 47128
This course surveys international cinema after World War II with an emphasis  
on the fiction feature films of Europe, Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The course will emphasize close textual analysis of films and will also consider how other factors (economic, social, cultural, historical) impact the creation and reception of cinema.  In addition to a required weekly screening, there will be regular readings in film criticism, history, and theory. The course will consider how films represent gender and cultural difference, how they represent and incorporate historical events, and will frequently concern the intersection between film form, politics, and activism.

WRT 372 Creative Writing Nonfiction II – Literature Elective
Professor Jotham Burrello
Tuesday and Thursday, 1:40 – 2:55 P.M., CRN 44553
In WRT 372 we will develop not only fiction writing craft techniques, but also critical reading skills. Writers will study what a story is telling, and how the writer pulled it off. Writers will learn how to be good readers. “A good reader is a re-reader.” (Nabokov.) Consequently, we will write scenes and stories (this is not a class in novel writing, and novel chapters cannot be submitted), but also analyze and critique work from published writers and members of the class. We'll build a writing community. 

WRT 401 Advanced Composition – Literature Elective
Dr. Carrie Kilfoil
Tuesday and Thursday, 1:40 – 2:55 P.M., CRN 47170
WRT 401: Advanced Composition offers further practice and foundation in theories and applications of writing. This course is useful for students in any field of study who wish to improve their approaches to writing across disciplines and everyday contexts. This course may also be useful for future and current writing teachers. Writing is dependent on our understanding of rhetorical context as well as our ability to recognize and effectively make use of stylistic and rhetorical conventions. This course builds that understanding and ability so that students can make more informed communicative choices. 

