Special Project (Capstone C) 
 
Students who have had their proposal approved and who have completed a minimum of 18 credits with a GPA of at least 3.0 in the English MA Online-Hybrid Track for Teachers may register for 595, “Special Project Capstone C.” 
 
In contrast to the other capstone options available to the literary studies MA tracks (Capstone A: the scholarly focused thesis and Capstone B: the broad comprehensive exam), the special project is a case study that combines intensive work on a single text with an overview of the scholarship on the primary text and applies that research and analysis to a specific literary argument or professional context (the classroom, curriculum development, etc.).   
 
Special project capstones provide an opportunity for students to complete an academically rigorous, professional project that contributes in some meaningful way to the discipline and communities to which they belong. The project should reflect an understanding of knowledge related to the discipline or field and an ability to apply this knowledge. Students completing Capstone C receive valuable mentoring by their faculty supervisor and committee members. The special project capstone essay for the English MA is a case study of 25-35 pages focused on a primary text and a clearly defined disciplinary issue, as illustrated in a close reading of the text and an explanation of the relevant scholarship surrounding both the text and the issue addressed. Disciplinary issues may concern literary form, theoretical or historical/social concerns, pedagogical or curricular practices, other public uses of the text, or some combination of these.

While the overall length is less than a thesis, the capstone essay should meet the following criteria: 

· The essay should clearly define the goals, argument, and context for the project in a brief introductory section of no more than two or three pages. 

· The essay should provide a substantive literature review that explains the relevance to its argument and goals of existing published critical and/or pedagogical views on the primary text. 

· The essay should offer a close textual analysis of the primary text that illustrates key issues or elements in the text and explains their relevance to the capstone project’s goals and concerns. 

· The essay should provide an explanation of and argument for the relevance of existing scholarship and/or the need for distinct, or new, perspectives in the interpretation, public reception, and/or teaching of the primary text.  

· If relevant, the essay should document and explain any pedagogical or professional exercises, experiences, or data used in the project. 

· The essay should identify and explain its conclusions in relation to the research and close reading presented. The literature review, close reading, and capstone argument or goal should each work together to support an existing disciplinary perspective or to complicate existing disciplinary or scholarly perspectives in some way. 

· The essay should be written in clear, correct, and organized prose, appropriate to the graduate level and formatted and documented in accordance with MLA style. 
  
NOTE: Because the special project proposal must also be approved by the Graduate Committee and Director of Graduate Studies before the student can register for ENG 595, students are strongly advised to begin working with their special project adviser during the semester before they plan to enroll in ENG 595 and to submit proposals at least three weeks before the upcoming semester begins. Students register in ENG 595 using the Capstone Course Registration Form during the regular registration period, i.e. before the end of the drop/add period of the semester. 

