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From the Director’s Desk

Hello, Blue Devils,

Great news regarding salary rates: CollegeNET, Inc. ranked Central #36 out of 1,200 colleges and
universities nationwide on its economic mobility index (SMI), and, among higher education institutions
in Connecticut, Central holds the top spot! 

Across campus, Central also boosted its career development resources and initiatives. Our increased
outreach and programming supports all students, including our first-generation, international, and
undocumented students. 

Here are some highlights:

Central’s Career Closet opened to assist students in dressing professionally.
By Spring 2024, student interest in the Closet picked up dramatically, and an average of 30 students visited
each semester to find attire for interviews and internships.
Donations from faculty, staff, students, and local businesses like Travelers Insurance, Men’s Discount
Warehouse, Talbots, Secondhand Shop, and the CT Department of Transportation, helped expand our Closet
past capacity in Carroll Hall.
We instituted a new training for on-campus employers and started assisting  Human Resources in completing
on-campus employment paperwork. 
We hosted two Student Worker Job Fairs to help students find on-campus work each semester.  Looking for on-
campus work this fall? Attend the Student Worker Job Fair on Tuesday, August 27, from 10am-1pm, in the Willard-
DiLoreto Atrium to mingle with staff from Central offices and local employers who are hiring. Sign up on Handshake!
Nearly 87,000 new jobs were posted on Handshake this year!

Schedule a 1:1 coaching session by visiting our website. Don’t wait! Data proves that when college
students make job preparation a priority, they experience long-term professional success. Students and
alumni are encouraged to also utilize our website resources  24/7. They include: self-assessments,
interview prep,  internship leads, and networking opportunities with employers and alumni.

Enjoy your summer -- and this inaugural annual report which details some of our work in enhancing
student and employer engagement. Congratulations to the Class of 2024!

Sincerely,

PJ Rossitto, Career Development
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  2023 - 2024 
By the Numbers

Student Appointments

820 

Classroom & Club Presentations

105

Students Reached via in-person
Classroom/Club Programs

2,443

In-Person, On-Campus Career Events

28

Followers on Instagram 

1,177

Services &
Programming 

New Accounts on Handshake, Focus2 
& Big Interview

4,693

Handshake Logins

4,287

New Employer Accounts on Handshake

2,597

New Job Postings on Handshake

86,728

Focus2 Assessment Users

367

Electronic Programs
Students Placed & Participated in

Central’s Work-Study Program

249
Student Workers on Campus 

560 

Employers on Campus

500
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Our Academic
Partners

Our Employer
Partners

Steven Minkler, Dean
School of Engineering, 
Science & Technology

Thanks to our academic
partners for their career

collaborations this year! 

Paula Talty, Interim Dean
School of Education & 

Professional Studies

        
Lisa Anne Frank, Dean

School of Business
            

Robert S. Wolff, Dean
Carol A. Ammon College of

Liberal Arts & Social Sciences
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Our Career Closet launched this fall. By
Spring 2024, student visitors consistently
ranked it a 5/5 on feedback forms.
Suggestions for improvement included
creating more space (thanks to so many
donations!) and combining our closet with
our headshot station. Student workers in
the Career Development Office say they
enjoy working in the Career Closet to
curate outfits for students.

Don’t need clothing or a head shot?
Career Development also helps

students to create compelling
career marketing materials

(resumes, cover letters, LinkedIn
profiles). Don’t forget to use action

verbs in your job descriptors!

New Initiatives: 
Central’s Career Closet  
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Central’s Student Networking Night on April 11, 2024, delivered fun and practical
tips for students to network with employers. Co-sponsored with Central’s Office
of Community Engagement and Social Research and the Greater New Britain
Chamber of Commerce, this event featured Cathy Donahue, CCSU Marketing
professor and recipient of the 2023 Excellence in Teaching Award, leading an
interactive workshop for students and area professionals on how to make
impactful intros. Students enjoyed practicing their new elevator pitches in real-
time as they mingled from table to table with 20+ local employers. 

The event was so successful, expect two networking events in the 2024-2025
academic year.

For more information on networking or mentoring with our employer partners,
please reach out to the Career Development Office at 860.832.1615.  

And, to learn more about the $3,000 Unpaid Internship Stipend Program from
Central’s Office of Community Engagement and Social Research, contact Beth
Merenstein, Associate Vice President for Community Engagement and Social
Research at 860.832.3174. 

CCSU 
Networking Night
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ARE YOU CAREER READY?

1:1 
Career Coaching

Resume &
Cover Letter

Critiques
Self-Assessments Career Events

Career Fairs Employer Visits
Internship & 

Co-Op Searches On-Campus Jobs

Work-Study Jobs
Graduate

School
Guidance

All appointments can be booked on our website.

If you are a faculty member or club volunteer who is interested in a
career presentation or workshop, email PJ at rossittop@ccsu.edu.
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Career Development Office
860.832.1615
www.ccsu.edu/cdo

Handshake
ccsu.joinhandshake.com

Focus2
www.ccsu.edu/careerdevelopment/assessments

Parker Dewey
https://info.parkerdewey.com/ccsu

Big Interview
https://ccsu.biginterview.com/

What Can I Do With This Major?
https://whatcanidowiththismajor.com/

CENTRAL’S CAREER RESOURCES
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Meet the CDO
Professional Staff

PJ Rossitto
Director

rossittop@ccsu.edu

Valerie Wilson
Assistant Director
vwilson@ccsu.edu

Audra Mika
Career Coach
mika@ccsu.edu
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