
PROGRAM SUMMARY

Department:  History   Report Type: Interim Year 

Program Name and Level:   BA/BS in History   Academic Year Data:  2019-20 

Report Preparer:   Mark Jones   Date Completed:  11/06/2020 

Program Assessment Question Response 

1) URL: Provide the URL where the learning
outcomes (LO) can be viewed.

 https://www.ccsu.edu/history/about/files/HistoryLearningOutcomes.pdf 

2) LO Changes: Identify any changes to the
LO and briefly describe why they were
changed (e.g., make LO more discrete, align LO 
with findings). If no changes were made,
please report not applicable.

 N/A 

3) Strengths: What about your assessment
process is working well?

 We have identified the key skills that we want history majors to cultivate.  Assessment data from 2019-
2020 suggest that a majority of students are mastering these skills, yet there remains between 1/5 to 1/3 
of students in 300-400 level who are not meeting departmental expectations. 

4) Improvements: List ways in which your
assessment process needs to be
improved based on student data. (A brief 
summary of changes to assessment plan can be 
reported here)

 We have yet to find a systematic way to remedy the above problem.  Potential solutions include devising 
a standard assignment for all 300-level and 400-level classes and asking faculty to “teach to the 
assignment.” In other words, all faculty will need to teach the skills necessary to perform the assignment. 
One potential problem is resistance from faculty.  Faculty cherish academic freedom and they don’t take 
well to being told how to teach their classes. 

For Each Learning Outcome (LO) complete questions 1, 2 and 3:    Many programs have a large number of LOs, please limit the report to no more than five.
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LO 1 To write a paper with historical acumen and writerly care  

1.1) Assessment Instruments: What is 
the source of the data/evidence, 
other than GPA, that is used to assess 
the stated outcomes? (e.g., capstone 
course, portfolio review and scoring rubric, 
licensure examination, etc.)  

 All faculty in 300 and 400 level courses assign a paper, whether that be primary source analysis, research 
paper, or book review.  Those papers are the source of the data.  The rubric found in Appendix is the 
instrument to assess those papers.  The goal is to test whether or not our students are able to 
consistently produce papers that meet the standards of historical scholarship. 

1.2) Interpretation: Who interprets the 
evidence? (e.g., faculty, Admn. assistant, etc.).    

 Faculty 

1.3) Results:  Using this year’s Findings, list:  
a. The conclusion(s) drawn  
b. The changes that were or will be 

made as a result of those 
conclusion(s)  

Conclusion: Based on this year’s data, students seem to struggle to skillfully interpret a primary source 
and to display a command of content knowledge of the historical period that produced the primary 
source under analysis. 

 

Changes: None yet 
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GENERAL EDUCATION SUMMARY 

 
GENERAL EDUCATION SUMMARY:  
1. All departments contribute to the general education foundation of CCSU students (i.e., the CCSU General Education Learning 

Objectives/Outcomes) and must submit the General Education Summary below.  
2. If your department participated in the General Education Assessment initiative (Multi-State model), complete Section 1 below. 
3. If your department assesses GenEd Learning Objectives/Outcomes at the department-level, complete Section 2 below. Complete one 

Summary table for each LO assessed.  
4. URL for the list of CCSU Learning Objectives/Outcomes, click here.  

 
 
 

Department:  History   Report Type:   GenEd Summary 

Program Name and Level:   History, 100 and 200 level classes   Academic Year Data:  2019-20 

Report Preparer:   Mark Jones   Date Completed:  11/06/2020 
 

  
Complete one Summary table below for each Learning Outcome assessed. 

 
 

Participation through Department-level 
GenEd Assessment 

Section 2 Responses 

1) Courses: List course(s) and the CCSU General 
Education Learning Objective/Outcome with 
which the course is aligned. (These include 
courses across all schools and departments 
and are not limited only to designated GenEd 
Study and Skill Area courses.)   

LO: To develop global awareness, historical perspective, and appreciation of social and 
cultural diversity in the world. Relevant outcomes include the ability to: analyze an issue from 
the perspective of another cultural tradition or historical period; understand and respect 
cultural differences; read, write, speak, and understand a foreign language at an enhanced 
level. 

See the attached link for a list of history courses that are part of the general education 
curriculum: 

http://ccsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/Undergraduate-Graduate-
Catalog/Undergraduate-General-Education-Program/Study-Area-II-Social-Sciences 
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2) Assessment Instruments: What 
data/evidence, other than GPA, are used to 
assess the stated CCSU General Education 
Objective/Outcome?  
(e.g., capstone course, portfolio review, licensure 
examination, etc.)  

 We instituted a new chronological awareness quiz in Spring 2017 for all general education 
courses.  See the attached assessment instructions in Appendix for a detailed explanation of 
the quiz.  The quiz does not test memorization.  Instead, it assesses whether students 
understand historical cause and effect, in other words, that certain events caused other 
events or that certain events were the effect of other events.  By employing the skill of 
discerning historical cause and effect, students complete the quiz by putting 10 events in 
proper chronological order.  In the process, they fulfill the general education goal of 
cultivating historical perspective. 

 

3) Interpretation: Who interprets the evidence?  
(e.g., faculty, Admin. assistant, etc.).  

 Assessment Committee 

 

4) Results: Since the most recent full report, list: 
a. The conclusion(s) drawn, noting strengths 
and weaknesses.  
b. The changes that were or will be made as a 
result of those conclusion(s).  

 As of now, results are good and no changes appear to be necessary. 

5) Strengths in your Assessment Process: 
List ways in which your assessment 
process is working well.  

 We have much greater cooperation from faculty, now that the assessment of general 
education courses has been systemized and simplified. 

 

 

6) Improvements: List ways in which your 
GenEd assessment process needs to 
improve based on student data (A brief 
summary of changes to assessment plan 
can be reported here).  

 None so far 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Overview 

Report Preparer  Mark Jones 

Program Name and Level:  MA History  
 

Program Assessment Question Response 
URL: Provide the URL where the 
learning outcomes (LO) can be viewed. 

 https://www.ccsu.edu/history/about/files/HistoryLearningOutcomes.pdf 

LO Changes: Identify any changes to 
the LO and briefly describe why they 
were changed (e.g., make LO more discrete, 
align LO with findings). If no changes were 
made, please report not applicable. 

No Changes to Learning Outcomes 

Strengths: What about your 
assessment process is working well? 

We are building upon the foundation of a new assessment program begun in 2017.  More faculty are 
participating. 

Improvements: What about your 
assessment process needs to improve? 
(a brief summary of changes to assessment plan 
can be reported here) 

We need to figure out how to turn data into meaningful reform of the curriculum and pedagogy within the 
classroom. 

For Each Learning Outcome (LO) complete questions 1, 2 and 3:    Many programs have a large number of LOs, please limit the report to no more than five. 
 

LO 1._ To write a paper that meets professional historical standards 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
1.1) Assessment Instruments: What is 
the source of the data/evidence, other 
than GPA, that is used to assess the 
stated outcomes? (e.g., capstone course, 
portfolio review and scoring rubric, licensure 
examination, etc.) 

All faculty in 500  level MA (History) courses assign a research paper.  Those papers will be the source of the 
data.  The goal is to test whether or not our students are able to consistently produce papers that reach the 
expectations of professional historical scholarship.  If they are not reaching that level, we will need to further 
discuss changes to graduate level pedagogy. 
 

1.2) Interpretation: Who interprets the 
evidence? (e.g., faculty, Admn. assistant, etc.).   

Faculty 

1.3) Results:  Since the most recent full 
report, list: 
a. The conclusion(s) drawn 
b. The changes that were or will be 
made as a result of those conclusion(s) 

Conclusion: None Yet 
 
Changes: 
None Yet.  We need to collect more data before thoughts of change can be entertained. 
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Overview 

Report Preparer  Mark Jones 

Program Name and Level:  MA Public History  
 

Program Assessment Question Response 
URL: Provide the URL where the 
learning outcomes (LO) can be viewed. 

 https://www.ccsu.edu/history/about/files/HistoryLearningOutcomes.pdf 

LO Changes: Identify any changes to 
the LO and briefly describe why they 
were changed (e.g., make LO more discrete, 
align LO with findings). If no changes were 
made, please report not applicable. 

No Changes to Learning Outcomes 

Strengths: What about your 
assessment process is working well? 

We are building upon the foundation of a new assessment program begun in 2017.  More faculty are 
participating. 

Improvements: What about your 
assessment process needs to improve? 
(a brief summary of changes to assessment plan 
can be reported here) 

We need to figure out how to turn data into meaningful reform of the curriculum and pedagogy within the 
classroom. 

For Each Learning Outcome (LO) complete questions 1, 2 and 3:    Many programs have a large number of LOs, please limit the report to no more than five. 
 

LO 1._ To produce a paper, project, or presentation that meets the professional standards of the public history field 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
1.1) Assessment Instruments: What is 
the source of the data/evidence, other 
than GPA, that is used to assess the 
stated outcomes? (e.g., capstone course, 
portfolio review and scoring rubric, licensure 
examination, etc.) 

All faculty in 500  level MA (Public History) courses assign a paper, project, or presentation.  Those papers will 
be the source of the data.  The goal is to test whether or not our students are able to consistently produce 
papers that reach the expectations of professional public historical scholarship.  If they are not reaching that 
level, we will need to further discuss changes to graduate level pedagogy. 
 

1.2) Interpretation: Who interprets the 
evidence? (e.g., faculty, Admn. assistant, etc.).   

Faculty 

1.3) Results:  Since the most recent full 
report, list: 
a. The conclusion(s) drawn 
b. The changes that were or will be 
made as a result of those conclusion(s) 

Conclusion: None Yet 
 
Changes: 
None Yet.  We need to collect more data before thoughts of change can be entertained. 

 




































