Committee on the Concerns of Women

September 12th, 2011
12:15-1:30pm

Student Center, Room 1849

Committee Meeting Minutes

Present:
Marisol Aponte, Emily Chasse, Jacqueline Cobbina-Boivin, Kim DeMichele, Joanne DiPlacido, Carolyn Fallahi, Myrna Garcia-Bowen, Susan Gilmore, Victoria Ginter, Leah Glaser, Kathy Hermes, Roberta Koplowitz, Kristine Larsen, Sally Lesik, Meg Levvis, Sandy Matthews, Fiona Pearson, Kathy Poirier, Ellen Retelle, Krystal Rich, Jason Sikorski, Susan Slaga, Laura Tordenti, Eva Vrdoljak 
Absent/Excused:

 Heidi Huguley, Kate McGrath, Carol Morano, Heather Prescott, Bonnie Price, Karen Ritzenhoff, Carolyn Yousef

1. Attendance

2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Minutes

· Committee reviewed the minutes from the 5/4/11 CCW Committee Meeting.
· Motion to accept the minutes was made by Emily Chasse and seconded by Marisol Aponte.
· Vote was unanimous to accept 
4. Budget Report
· Marisol Aponte, this year’s treasurer, will be meeting with Carolyn Yousef, the former treasurer, to discuss this year’s budget. Co-chairperson DiPlacido informed the committee that the budget for this year is the same as last year. Co-chairperson Fallahi expressed the need to get budget requests from each of the sub-committees in as early as possible in order to plan the year.
5. Old Business
a)  Consensual Relationships Policy
· The Consensual Relationships Policy is complete and will be sent off to Carolyn Magnan, Rosa Rodriguez, and Anne Alling for final review. Co-chairpersons Joanne DiPlacido and Carolyn Fallahi will continue to keep the committee updated with the status of the policy.
6. Subcommittee Reports
· Each sub-committee will now have, at least, one member from the executive committee. The member from the executive committee assigned to each sub-committee will call the first meeting.
· There have been three new sub-committees added to CCW: Health Education for Women, Mentoring, and Men’s Initiatives in Support of Women. Please see the descriptions below.
· Mentoring: This sub-committee will explore methods to mentor or apprentice women at CCSU.  We may want to consider developing a mentorship program, which was one of the recommendations of the recent equity study.
· Men’s Initiative and Support of Women: This committee will explore and highlight work that is done by men in support of women.  
· Health Education for Women: This committee will work to spread awareness around health issues that are directly affecting women. Goals of the Sub-Committee: 1) Plan and organize tabling events during specific awareness months. 
a. Job Place Bullying and Sexual Harassment

· October 16th-22nd is Freedom from Work Place Bully’s Week. There will be a speaker on October 18th. That same week, on October 20th, there will be a panel on work place bullying. More suggestions for the panel are needed. 
b. Scholarship Committee

· No report.
c. Sexual Assault Protocol
· This sub-committee plans to review the changes that were made to the Student Code of Conduct and recommend any further changes that are necessary. Joanne DiPlacido clarified that anyone interested in helping out with this sub-committee is more than welcome. It is not necessary to be a member of the Sexual Assault Resource Team to be a part of this sub-committee.
d. Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity Concerns
· One of the goals for the upcoming year is to meet with the LGBT Advisory board to see how this sub-committee can offer support and assistance.

e. Women of Color Support and Concerns

· Jacqueline Cobbina-Boivin stated that she hopes to bring in Stacey Miller to speak.
f. Women's History Month

· Joanne DiPlacido suggested that this sub-committee come up with a protocol including deadlines and steps for planning the Women’s Luncheon.  The new protocol would help organize the planning of the event.
g. Work Life/ Family Balance

· The babysitting website is launched and there are currently 3 babysitters listed on the site.  

· The sub-committee plans to table at the college fair.

· Caitlin Sjaarda, the former graduate assistant, digitized the Early Learning Program files, found in the ELP basement.  There are documents from 20 years ago.  
· Leah Glaser stated that CCSU has included a family resource center in the Master Plan.
· An offer to provide funds for promotional items, and other needs was made by Co-chairperson DiPlacido.
7. Women's Center Report
· No Report.
8. New Business:
a. October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
b. Carolyn Fallahi announced to the committee that the Women, Gender, & Sexuality Studies Conference will be held on May 11th-12th, 2012. If anyone is interested in getting involved, they can contact Carolyn Fallahi.
9. Announcements:

· Kathy Hermes announced that there will be a People’s Budget Forum in Founders Hall on Thursday, September 15th. Speakers will start at 7pm and light refreshments will be served at 6pm. Anyone who attends is asked to bring one non-perishable food item.
