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The Veterans History Project was 

created in 2000, when the U.S.    

Congress voted unanimously to     

preserve and archive the oral histories 

of men and women who have served 

in any of our countryôs wars or any 

civilian who supported the war effort. 

The project, housed at the U. S.     

Library of Congress in Washington, 

D.C. and at CCSU, collects and  

archives the taped interviews,  

photographs and documents of   

veterans from: 
 

 World War I (1914-1920) 

 World War II (1939-1946) 

 Korean War (1950-1955) 

 Vietnam War (1961-1975)     

 Persian Gulf War (1990-1995) 

 Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts   

     2001-present) 

About the Veterans 

History Project  

       CCSU 

 Archive Partner with the           

U.S. Library of  Congress        

Governor William A. OõNeill 

Endowed Chair Oral History 
Project  

The Governor William A. OôNeill 
Endowed Chair in Public Policy and  

Practical Politics (housed in the Center 

for Public Policy and Social Research) 

has been established to honor former 

Governor William A. OôNeill. As part 

of the OôNeill Chairôs mission and out-

reach, we have created an archival pro-

gram of Connecticut public history, 

including an active oral history  

program. It is fitting that the Veterans 

History Project, which brings CCSU 

and citizens of Connecticut closer   

together, is an integral part of the  

Governor William A. OôNeill Oral 

History Program.  Recording the many          

experiences and individual perceptions 

of Connecticut veterans that often do 

not reach the written record will    

complement and expand both the     

archival and oral history programs.  

 

  

Steven Kliger 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Vietnam (U.S. Marine Corps photo,  

courtesy of Michael Parker) 

Katherine T. Leahy  

(U.S. Navy photo) 

Robert August                

(U.S. Navy photo) 

William A. OôNeill 

(gunner)  & crew 

checking parachutes 

in Okinawa (U.S. Air 

Force photo) 

For more information or to participate in 
the Veterans History Project at CCSU, 

please contact: 

  Eileen Hurst 
 Project Director 

 (860) 832-2976 or email  
hursteim@ccsu.edu 
www.ccsu.edu/vhp 

 
Funded in part by the William and Alice Mortensen Foundation 

Edward Gilbert             

(courtesy of Edward Gilbert) 



Veterans    History       Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shawn Curreri (Air National Guard 

photo) 

ñVeterans have put 

their hands, backs, 

hearts and souls into 

achieving their    

promise to protect 

and defend our      

nationé Through this projectéwe 

hear the real stories of real people, an 

elite cadre of Americans. The VHP 

now allows us to fully appreciate the 

depth and breadth of their accomplish-

mentséò  

 Linda Schwartz 
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Student Learning:  

The past comes alive for CCSU students as 

they expand their classroom knowledge and go 

into the field to interview the men and women 

who made history. For students, the individual 

veteran interviews prove to be memorable as 

well as enriching experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to Right:  Briana McGuckin (Research Assistant), Gregg Cerosky (Research Assistant),  

Eileen Hurst (Director of VHP), Wittawat Meesangnil (Archivist),  

Tim Jones (Research Assistant) 

Students also assist with archiving the oral   

histories, photographs, documents and related 

materials in the CCSU Libraryôs Special     

Collections. The library is open to the public, 

which allows access to this valuable collection 

not only to students and scholars, but also to 

Connecticut Veterans: 

There are more than 310,000 Connecti-

cut veterans. (12% of the stateôs      

population.) 

 

More than 81,000 served in WWII. 

More than 49,000 served in Korea. 

More than 91,000 served in Vietnam. 

More than 21,000 served in the first   

      Persian Gulf War. 

 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of Census, Census 

2000. 

 

As an archive partner with the Library of 

Congress, it is our privilege to collect 

and  preserve the  personal accounts of  

the service and sacrifice of many of 

these Connecticut heroes. 

 

Eric Eaton             

(U.S. Marine Corps photo) 

U.S. cemetery on Guam (U.S. Navy photo) 

Mechanic Steven Stupak & crew 

(U.S. Army Air Corps photo) 

Brochure designed by Björn Boyer  

The Center for Public Policy &   

Social Research at CCSU is proud 

to be an archive partner with the  

Library of Congress in its Veterans 

History Project.   

www.loc.gov/vets 

Connie Nappier Jr. 

(Tuskegee Airman,         

U.S. Air Force photo) 

Pilot James Hurst & bomber crew 

(U.S. Army Air Corps photo) 


